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PLANTS OF WOODY ISLAND 

Woody Island gets its name from all the tall trees growing there. Many of the common plants in 
the South Western region belong to genera that are endemic to Australia. Some common plants 
on the island are listed below. Woody Island has a  very diverse flora for an area less than 2km x 
2km, with  20 species of daises, 12 species of grass, 11 myrtles, 9 peas and wattles, 7 carnations 
and sedges, 4 species of trigger plants, 3 species of saltbush and 2 hakeas. 

 

Acacias (wattles) 

Acacia is a genus of shrubs and trees that 
are also known as wattles. 

There are over 1300 species globally, and 
960 are native to Australia.  

There are 5 species of wattle on Woody 
Island that flower at varying seasons.  

 

 

 

The "raspberry jam tree" above gets its name from the strong odour of freshly cut wood, which 

resembles raspberry jam. The raspberry jam tree occurs as a shrub rather than a tree on Woody 

Island. 

 

 

 

Raspberry 
Jam Tree  
Acacia 
acuminata 

Acacia conniana 
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Anthocercis (tailflower) 

Sticky Tailflower is 

normally found close to, 

or growing on granites.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Astartea 

Astartea is a genus of shrubs in 

botanical family Myrtaceae which  

is endemic to the south west of 

Western Australia. Astartea is also 

commonly found near granite. 

 

 

 

 

 

Astartea fascicularis 

Sticky Tailflower Anthocercis viscosa subsp caudata 
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Callitris (Cypress) 

Callitris is a genus of coniferous trees in the cypress family. There are 15 species in the genus, of 
which 13 are native to Australia.  They are small to medium-sized trees or large shrubs, reaching 5-
25 m tall. The leaves are evergreen and scale-like. 

 

Calothamnus 

Calothamnus is a genus of shrubs, in the family Myrtaceae, which are endemic to the south-west 

of Western Australia. The name comes from the Greek words kalos (beautiful) and thamnos 

(shrub). Also found near granite along the walk trail. 

Australian Bluebell Billardiera fusiformis 

Rottnest Island Pine Callitrus preissii 

Billardiera 

Billardiera (formerly 

Sollya) is a genus of 

small vines and shrubs 

endemic to Australia. It 

was named in 1793 by 

botanist James Edward 

Smith after a French 

botanist, Jacques 

Labillardière. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conifer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tree
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tree
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shrub
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leaf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evergreen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shrub
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myrtaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endemic_(ecology)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Edward_Smith
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Edward_Smith
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Labillardi%C3%A8re
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Labillardi%C3%A8re


Esperance Island Cruises 
72 The Esplanade, Esperance WA 6450 
Ph: 08 9071 5757 Fax: 08 9071 5550 
Email: info@woodyisland.com.au Website: www.woodyisland.com.au 
 

 

        
 

 

Centaurium 

Centaurium is a genus of 20 species in the gentian family. 

The genus was named after the centaur Chiron, famed in 

Greek mythology for his skill in medicinal herbs. Spike 

Centaury is an annual herb, native to Woody Island.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One-sided  Bottlebrush Calothamnus quadrifidus 

Spike Centaury Centaurium spicatum 
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Cheilanthes (rock  ferns) 

Cheilanthes is a genus of about 180 species of rock-dwelling ferns with a cosmopolitan 

distribution in rocky regions, often growing in small crevices high up on cliffs. Most are small and 

sturdy. Many die back to a root stock during dry times and revive with the coming of moisture.  

 

 

Dichondra  

Dichondra is a small genus of flowering plants 
in the morning glory family, native to tropical 
and temperate regions of the world. They are 
prostrate, perennial, herbaceous plants, with 
creeping stems which take root readily at the 
leaf nodes. The flowers are white, greenish or 
yellowish, 2-3 mm diameter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheilanthes  austrotenuifolia 

Kidney Weed Dichondra repens 
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Eucalyptus 

Eucalyptus is a diverse genus of flowering trees and mallees in the myrtle family. Eucalypts 
dominate the tree flora of Australia with more than 700 species. Some Eucalyptus species have 
attracted attention from global development researchers and environmentalists. There are 4 
species of eucalypt trees on the island, some of which may have hybridised.  

The Bald Island Marlock, is a tree with smooth, grey bark and large yellow-green flowers that 
appear from late winter to late spring. It only grows in southern Western Australia, from Two 
Peoples Bay east to beyond Esperance, including islands in the Recherche Archipelago. The 
flowers attract honeyeaters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yate is a tree which occurs only in Western Australia. The tree produces clusters of long, horn-
shaped buds which are followed by prolific yellow flowers between summer and winter. It has 
rough bark on the trunk which contrasts with the smooth bark of the upper part of the tree. It 
was the first Western Australian eucalypt to be described and was collected by Jacques-Julien 
Labillardière at Observatory Island (west of Esperance in the Recherche Archipelago) in 1792. 
Yates are found amongst the tree patches near the top of the island and near the track.  

 
Yate Eucalyptus cornuta 

Bald Island Marlock 

Eucalyptus 

conferruminata 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flowering_plant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tree
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myrtus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Development_economics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Two_Peoples_Bay_Nature_Reserve
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Two_Peoples_Bay_Nature_Reserve
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esperance,_Western_Australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Labillardi%C3%A8re
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Labillardi%C3%A8re


Esperance Island Cruises 
72 The Esplanade, Esperance WA 6450 
Ph: 08 9071 5757 Fax: 08 9071 5550 
Email: info@woodyisland.com.au Website: www.woodyisland.com.au 
 

 

        
 

Eutaxia 

Eutaxia is a genus of the family Fabaceae. Most are endemic to the Southwest Botanical Province 
of Western Australia, but a few are distributed throughout mainland Australia. Eutaxia myrtifolia 
is endemic to Western Australia. Plants may be ground cover or grow up to 2 metres high. It 
occurs in woodland, shrubland and heath in the. Eutaxia myrtifolia is found near granite on 
Woody Island. 

 

Hakeas  

Hakea is a genus of 149 species of shrubs and small trees in the Proteaceae, native to Australia. 
They are found throughout the country, with the highest species diversity being found in the 
south west of Western Australia. 

Coastal Hakea has a very deceptive common name, as it commonly occurs many kilometres 
inland, particularly to the north and northeast of Esperance. It is largely restricted to granite 
outcrops where it grows in shallow soils, where its roots can penetrate rock fractures.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Coastal Hakea Hakea clavata 

Eutaxia myrtifolia 
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Sweet-scented Hakea gets its name from the overpowering sweet honey fragrance produced by 
the flowers in order to attract insects. Growing to 4 metres in height it is nearly always found on 
or around granite outcrops, and mainly near coastal locations to the east of Esperance. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leucopogan  

Leucopogon is a genus of about 150-160 

species of shrubby flowering plants 

belonging to the family Ericaceae. They are 

native to Australia, New Zealand, New 

Caledonia, the western Pacific Islands and 

Malaysia, with the greatest species 

diversity in southeastern Australia. The 

common name is beard-heath or beard 

heath.  

 

Lobelia 

Lobelia  is a genus of flowering plants that occurs in tropical to warm temperate regions of the 

world, with a few species in cooler temperate regions.   

 

Lomandra 

Leucopogon obovatus 

Leucopogon apiculatus 

Lobelia alata 

Sweet-scented Hakea Hakea drupacea 
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Lomandra is a genus of perennial herbs in the family Asparagaceae. There are 50 species, all 

native to Australia.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melaleuca 

Melaleuca is a genus of plants in the myrtle family Myrtaceae known for its natural soothing and 
cleansing properties. There are well over 200 recognised species, most of which are endemic to 
Australia. Melaleucas are also known as tea trees, and the smaller types as honey myrtles, while 
those species in which the bark is shed in flat, flexible sheets are referred to as paperbarks. One 
well-known melaleuca, Melaleuca alternifolia, is notable for its essential oil (Tea Tree oil). 

The Granite Bottlebrush is common in the region and is a very tough shrub that can withstand 
very dry and hot conditions. Melaleuca elliptica is a paperbark - it has a white bark that will peel in 
thin patches. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lomandra rigida 

Granite Bottlebrush Melalueca elliptica 
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Myoporum 

Myoporum is a genus of flowering plants in the figwort family. There are about 32 species within 
the genus, which is spread from Mauritius, across Australia to the Pacific Islands and up to China. 
Myoporum insulare occurs on dunes and coastal cliffs in Australia. Common names include 
Common Boobialla, Boobialla, Native Juniper and, in Western Australia, Blueberry Tree.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Olearia 

Olearia is a genus of 
flowering plants 
belonging to the 
Asteraceae. The 
Coastal Daisybush 
was one of the first 
edible plants to be 
recognised as such 
by Europeans. It is 
tolerant of winds, 
salt, and poor soils 

and occurs  in southern coastal regions.  

 

Blueberry Tree Myoporum insulare 

Melalueca vimena  

Coastal Daisybush Olearia axillaris 
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Paraserianthes 

Paraserianthes lophantha, commonly called Albizia, Cape Leeuwin Wattle or Crested Wattle, is a 
fast-growing tree that occurs naturally along the southwest coast of Western Australia, from 
Fremantle to Albany.  It was first spread beyond southwest Australia by Baron Ferdinand von 
Mueller, who gave packets of P. lophantha seeds to early explorers under the assumption that if 
they planted the seeds at their campsites, the trees would indicate the routes they travelled. 

 

Pimelea  

Pimelea is a genus of plants belonging to the family Thymelaeaceae. There are about 80 species 
in the genus, native to Australia and New Zealand. Many are poisonous to cattle. 

 

Albizia Paraserianties lophantha 

Pimelia clavata 
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Platysace 

Platysace is a genus of 
woody perennial herbs 
and subshrubs in the 
family Apiaceae. The 
genus is endemic to 
Australia. 

 

 

 

 

Rhagodia  

Rhagodia is a genus of 
shrubs native to 
Australia which are 
common in salt 
marshes and may be 
succulent, they are 
known as saltbushes. 
The Berry Saltbush 
mainly occurs along 
the coast of 

southwestern 
Western Australia. It 
appears to be 

endemic to Western Australia. 

 

Senecio 

Senecio is a genus of the daisy 
family that includes ragworts 
and groundsels. Senecio is one 
of the largest genera of 
flowering plants and contains 
c. 1250 species of varied form, 
including leaf, stem and tuber 
succulents, annuals, perennials, 
aquatics, climbers, shrubs and 
small trees. Some species 
produce natural biocides to 
deter or even kill animals that 
would eat them. The name 
means "old man". 

Tapeworm plant  Platysace compressa 

Berry Saltbush Rhagodia baccata 

Senecio sp 

Platysace compressa 
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Spyridium 

Spyridium is a genus of plants in the family Rhamnaceae and includes about 30 species found in 

southern Australia.  The Basket Bush is a shrub endemic to Western Australia where it occurs on 

coastal dunes and in limestone areas.  

 

Stylidium 

Stylidium or ‘trigger plants’ is a genus of dicotyledonous plants that belong to the family 
Stylidiaceae. The name trigger plant refers to the use of a sensitive "trigger" for pollination, 
which comprises the male and female reproductive organs fused into a floral column that snaps 
forward quickly in response to touch, harmlessly covering the insect in pollen. Most species are 
only found in Australia. Triggerplants are carnivorous and can trap, kill, and digest small insects. 

Stylidium adnatum (the beaked triggerplant) is endemic to Australia and is found primarily in the 
southwest region of Western Australia. 

 

Basket Bush Spyridium globulosum 

Beaked Triggerplant Stylidium adnatum 
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Taxandria 

Taxandria is a genus of at least 
thirteen species in the plant family 
Myrtaceae. All are endemic to 
Western Australia, growing near 
the coast in the South West corner 
of the State.  

 

 

Templetonia 

Templetonia is a genus of flowering plants in the family Fabaceae. They are native to Australia. 

The genus is named in honour of John Templeton, an Irish naturalist and botanist. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cockies Tounges Templetonia retusa 

Taxandria marginata 
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Trymalium  

 

Trymalium is a genus of shrubs 

or trees in the family 

Rhamnaceae. They are 

endemic to Australia. 

  

 

 

 

 

Westringia 

Westringia is a genus of 
Australian shrubs. Shore 
Westringia is mainly found 
close to the sea from south 
of Carnarvon WA, around 
most of the coast and 
across the Nullarbor into 
SA. However in the 
Esperance region it also 
occurs in the inland mallee 
region and can be found on 
breakaways or where 

limestone is close to the surface. It is usually bushy, has leaves with small stalks and flower buds 
that are commonly pink and the corolla sometimes mauve, pink or purple. 

 

 

 

Trymalium spatulatum 

Shore Westringia Westringia dampieri 
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